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BEST STEREO SPEAKERS £1000-£1500
PROAC STUDIO 140

ProAc Studio 140 £1400
IFLOOKS ARE everything to you then - VERDICT
ProAc’s 140s are unlikely to catch your TheProAcs offera

eye instantly. Speakers don’t get much
more ‘speakerish’ than this: each 140
is essentially a big square-edged box
with a tweeter and a couple of drivers.
No curves, no tweeters-on-top, and
certainly no attempts to cower, slave-
like, in the demanding face of fashion.
Dismiss these ordinary-looking
boxes, however, and you lose out on
extraordinary sound. These are simply

“What a pair of lungs the
140s have - pop them in
free space and they sing”

exceptional towers, but to hear them at
their best, first give them a good, long
warm up. From the off, the 140s’ treble
sounds a little edgy, but a good sizzle
smoothes off the rough edges. For

this reason, we also advise you avoid
partnering the ProAcs with harsh-
sounding electronics. Stick to neutral
or, if you must, slightly warm kit and
the big floorstanders will sing.

seamless, evenly
balanced sound;

high-quality build
and cabinet finish

THESE
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CD PLAYER
PRIMARE CD31
£1500
Primare’sonaroll,
and this Award-
winner perfectly
matches the ProAcs

AMPLIFIER
PRIMARE 130
£1500

Detail, dynamics
andtimingareall
excellent - it’s our
2005 amp champ
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And what a pair of lungs the 140s
have. Pop ’em in free space, add a touch
of toe-in and you get expansive and
precise stereo-imaging, together with
an even tonal balance. From Gorillaz
to Mahler’s Symphony No.6 the sound
is unforced and wonderfully natural.

You can’t beat a true all-rounder
These are not specifically ‘hip-hop’
speakers or ‘classical’ speakers. These are
speakers that take the musical message
and deliver it, minus additional charac-
ter. As aresult, though some listeners
may argue the ProAcs’lack the out-and-
out refinement of the Spendor Sses or
the bass punch of the B&W 704s, none
of these competitors can match these
ProAcs’all-round excellence.

If you are looking for a speaker that
fades into the background, letting the
music take centre stage, then these
Award-winners could be just the ones
for you. And, though we said their looks
were somewhat unremarkable, we have
no complaints about the actual build-
quality. The 140s feel very solid, and our
maple real-wood veneer samples - there
are three other finishes - gleamed nicely.
Quality always shines through...
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