WHAT HI-FI?

SOUND AND VISION

(AU NITIS WINNER

ProAc Studio 140

£1400

AFTERTHE B&WS’ high-tech metal design
and Opera’s luxurious offering, these
ProAcs look ordinary —and, in most
ways, they are. The Studio 140s don’t boast
any exotic ingredients: their cabinetsare
just tall, well-built wooden boxes, while
their drive units have nothing in them
to make rival manufacturers curious.
Yet, rather like a master chef cooking
with everyday ingredients, ProAc’s engi-
neers have served up something quite

“Viocal nuances are clear as
day so the emotional impact
of asong is turned up to 11”

extraordinary. The Studio 140s exhibit
very few weaknesses — provoke the
tweeter with really aggressive recordings
or avery bright system and it’ll draw a
little too much attention, but otherwise
(used in the kind of room where a design
of this size would be expected to work)
they turn in a mesmerising performance.
These speakers get all the essentials
spot on. Dynamics are bold enough to
do justice to something as demanding as
Holst’s Mars, where there’s little sign of
restraint, even at high volume levels. In

Greatall-rounders
that work well with
all genres of music;
strong build; price

There are classier-
looking alternat-
iveson offer here;
avoid overly bright
electronics

These ProAcsare
very competitively
priced and delivera
class-leading sound

GROUPTEST

STEREO SPEAKERS

this respect only the B&W speakers
do better, though not by much.

The Studio 140s just flow with the
music, delivering power, punch and
insight as and when they’re needed.
Timing is equally impressive, these
speakers delivering a hard-charging
beat from the likes of Massive Attack,
stopping and starting with an agility
not far short of the very best stand-
mounts —except smaller speakers don't
have the same bass extension. The 140s’
twin 16.5cm mid/bass drivers, tuned
with a downward-firing port, promise
some proper seismic bass activity, and
they don’t disappoint in that department.

It'sallin the sonichalance...
So, these towers do the muscle thing very
well, but ask them to speak softly and
they’ll do so with the grace of a fully
trained debutante. If you're a fan of great
vocalists like Nina Simone or Stevie
Wonder, these ProAcs will leave you
in no doubt about their talents. Vocal
nuances are as clear as day, so the emo-
tional impact of asong is turned up to 11.
Want to impress your friends with
some flashy-looking speakers? Buy
something else.Want to impress
them with great music? Start here...

These ProAcs were our favourites in their price-band
in lastyear’s Awards, and remain class-leaders
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